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RED NOSE DAY 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.56 pm]: Very briefly, I want to acknowledge 
that tomorrow, Friday, 13 August, is Red Nose Day. It is an issue, as members would know, close to my family’s 
heart. I encourage everyone to get behind this very important day that is held each year. To quote from the Red Nose 
Day website — 

Every year on the second Friday in August, we invite Australian’s everywhere to get silly for a serious 
cause to raise much needed funds to help stop little lives being cut short and support grieving families. 
Funds raised on Red Nose Day over the last 30 years have resulted in an incredible 85 per cent reduction 
in sudden infant deaths. That’s 10,857 babies saved and counting. 
Red Nose Day sparked a global movement and catalysed research into the reasons why babies die suddenly 
in their sleep. 
And because of that, we now have six evidence-based steps all parents can take to reduce the risk of their 
baby dying in their sleep. 
None of this would have been possible without the incredible public support for Red Nose Day. 
But the fight must continue. And we still need your help. 
Because more than 3,000 babies still die suddenly and unexpectedly each year in Australia. We are 
losing them to stillbirth, SIDS among other things. 
3,000 little lives taken before they’ve had the chance to grow up—that’s 9 little lives taken every single 
day. And 9 Australian families devastated, every single day. 
… 
Incredible gains have been made to reduce sudden infant deaths since the first Red Nose Day in 1988. 

But the latest research tells us that more than a third of new parents don’t know how to safely sleep 
their baby, and that many expectant parents don’t know that there are steps they can take to reduce 
their risk of stillbirth. 
With 300,000 babies born each year—and 180,000 to first time parents—it’s vital we keep the pressure on. 
Because we know what happens when the messages stop getting through. 
While we know that not all deaths are preventable, there are many things parents can do to reduce the risk 
of it happening. And that’s why Red Nose Day is still so important. 

Members, can you please take the time tomorrow to donate a small amount to Red Nose Day. It all counts. It is 
one area of medicine in which we are still not winning the fight. I just encourage everybody, because our family 
has been through it and, as the Red Nose Day promotional material says, nine families every day go through what 
we have been through. Please support Red Nose Day tomorrow. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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